
 

CHARLES DICKENS 

               Charles Dickens  was born in 1812 in Portsmouth, 

England. He was one of the greatest English novelists. His family 

lived in London. His father worked as a clerk in an office. There 

were eight children in his family and life became very hard. Charles 

went to school and his teachers thought he was very clever. But at 

the age of 12, he began to work in a factory, where he 

washed bottles. When he was 16 years old, he started 

working for a newspaper.He also wrote short stories for 

magazines. Over his career, he edited a weekly journal for 

20 years, wrote 15 novels, 5 novellas and hundreds of short 

stories. Among his famous novels: “ Oliver Twist”( 1838) 

and“ David Copperfield”( 1850). Charles Dickens died on 9th 

June 1870. 

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                               

                   

  A/  Complete Charles Dickens’ time line    

                                     1824 

 ……………              (at the age of 12)        …………                  1850           …………           1870 

     ↑                               ↑                           ↑                          ↑                  ↑                   ↑                    

Charles was born     ………………          Started working          ………          Wrote “David   …………… 

                                                          for a newspaper.                           Copperfield” 

  

  B  /   Answer these questions.  

      1* Where was Dickens born ?   →   …………………………………………… 

       2* How long ago did Charles Dickens die ?     →   ………………………………….     

 

  C  /   Lexis. A* Remember the words in the text are closest in meaning to:    

  Well-known  =    _____________                           Every week    =    _____________ 

                  B* And those that are opposite in meaning to :    

Finished  =/=     ______________                                long  =/=   _____________ 

        

 

 

 



OLIVER TWIST’S CHARACTERS: WHO IS WHO? 

 

 

An orphan living in a 
workhouse. He’s the 
main character of the 
novel 

He takes in homeless 
children and trains them 
to pickpockets for him 

The businessman to 
whom Oliver is 
apprenticed. He is a 
decent man who is kind 
to Oliver 
 

He’s very bad and works 
for the workhouse 
where Oliver was born 

A lovely lady who looked 
after Oliver. She ended 
up being murdered 

The cleverest of Fagin’s 
pickpockets. He 
introduces Oliver to 
Fagin 

Thief and criminal, 
associated with Fagin 
and his crew. He is 
Nancy’s “boyfriend”. 
He’s very evil and violent 

A very kind and wealthy 
gentleman. He mistakes 
Oliver for a thief, but 
later finds out that he 
was wrong about Oliver 
and that Oliver is a sickly 
orphan and he brings 
him to live with him 

 



 

TELL THE STORY IN THE RIGHT ORDER 

Mr Bumble makes Oliver the 
undertaker’s apprentice where 
he is bullied by Noah Claypole, 
and locked in a coffin  

Fagin is arrested and executed 

Oliver, Mr. Brownlow and the 
Maylies end up living together in 
peace in a small village 

Sykes hangs himself accidentally 
by falling off a roof while on the 
run 

When Oliver turns nine, he is 
sent back to the workhouse, 
where he is removed for daring 
to ask for more food 

Oliver is wrongly accused of 
stealing a handkerchief 

Sykes kills Nancy for helping 
Oliver 

Nancy tells Rose that Oliver has 
got a half brother called Edward 
who wants to destroy him so he 
gets the full inheritance 

Oliver is forced to burgle a house 
with Sykes. He is shot by a 
servant and left in a ditch 

Mrs Maylie and Rose find him 
and nurse him back to health 

Nancy kidnaps Oliver and takes 
him back to Fagin 

Mr Brownlow saves Oliver and 
takes him in. He asks Oliver to 
return some books to a book 
shop 

Mr Brownlow makes Edward 
(Oliver’s half brother) admit 
what he has done 

Oliver runs away to London, 
where he meets Jack, the “Artful 
Dodger”, who offers him food 

Oliver follows Jack to an 
apartment in London where he 
meets Fagin 

Oliver was born in a workhouse, 
to a mother not known to 
anyone in town. She dies right 
after giving birth 

 



 

SOLUTION 

Oliver was born in a workhouse, to a 
mother not known to anyone in 
town. She dies right after giving birth 

When he turns nine, he is sent back 
to the workhouse, where he is 
removed for daring to ask for more 
food 

Mr Bumble apprentice Oliver to the 
undertaker where he is bullied by 
Noah Claypole, and locked in a coffin 

Oliver runs away to London, where 
he meets Jack, the “Artful Dodger”, 
who offers him food 

Oliver follows him to an apartment in 
London where he meets Fagin 

Oliver is wrongly accused of stealing 
a handkerchief 

Mr Brownlow saves Oliver and takes 
him in. He asks Oliver to return some 
books to a book shop 

Nancy kidnaps Oliver and takes him 
back to Fagin 

Oliver is forced to burgle a house 
with Sykes. He is shot by a servant 
and left in a ditch 

Mrs Maylie and Rose find him and 
nurse him back to health 

Nancy tells Rose that Oliver’s got a 
half brother who wants to destroy 
him so he gets the full inheritance 

Sykes kills Nancy for helping Oliver 

Mr Brownlow makes Edward 
(Oliver’s half brother) admit what he 
has done 

Sykes hangs himself accidentally by 
falling off a roof while on the run 

Fagin is arrested and executed Oliver, Mr. Brownlow and the 
Maylies end up living together in 
peace in a small village 

 


