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1) Read the text and fill in the gaps with the verbs in brackets in the past simple tense. 

   Charlie Chaplin was an international film star, but he _________ (be) born in a poor family on 16 April 1889 and 

_________ (grow) up in London. His father was an actor and his mother was a singer, but they  __________________ 

(separate) when Charlie was three years old. 

   At the age of five Charlie ___________ (act) in the theatre for the first time. By the time he was seventeen years old, 

Charlie _______________ (become) a very popular comic actor in theatres in London and around England. 

   In 1910, Charlie ______________ (travel) to the USA for the first time and ___________ (tour) the country with a 

travelling theatre group. He _______________ (return) with the group to the USA in 1912, and this time ___________ 

(meet) the owner of a film studio who ____________ (want) Charlie to make films. Chaplin ______________ (make) over 

50 films between 1914 and 1916. 

   People all around the world _____________ (watch) his films, and quickly Charlie ___________ (become) one of the 

most famous and richest actors in Hollywood. He __________ (play) a comedy character called the Little Tramp, and 

soon everyone __________________ (recognise) his hat, moustache and walking stick. 

    Chaplin _______________ (direct) and ______________ (produce) his own films and _____________ (compose) music for 

them too. In 1917 he ___________ (build) a film studio, and in 1919 _________ (set up) United Artists, a company to 

distribute his films, giving him more freedom to make them. 

    Chaplin ___________ (stay) in Hollywood for 40 years. He ____________ (move) back to Europe in 1952 for political 

reasons and ____________ (live) in Switzerland until he __________ (die) on 25 December1977. 

    

 

2) Write notes about the dates and numbers. 

1. 1889 _______________________________ 

2. 5 __________________________________ 

3. 17 _________________________________ 

4. 21 _________________________________ 

5. 50 _________________________________ 

6. 1917_______________________________ 

7. 40 _________________________________ 

8. 1952 _______________________________ 

9. 88 ________________________________ 

3) Discussion questions. 

1. What was Charlie Chaplin’s father’s job? 

     ______________________________________________ 

2. What did Charlie do in 1912? 

    ______________________________________________ 

3. What kind of character was The Little Tramp? 

    ______________________________________________ 

4. What was United Artists? 

    ______________________________________________ 

5. Why did Charlie leave Hollywood? 

   _______________________________________________ 

6. Where did Charlie Chaplin move to? 

   _______________________________________________ 

4) Match the words from the text (1-7) with their definitions (a-g). 

1. owner   a) to write something, especially music 

2. tramp   b) a cane carried in the hand for support in walking 

3. tour    c) to travel from place to place 

4. moustache   d) one to whom property / business belongs 

5. compose   e) a person with no home or job, who goes from place to place 

6. reason   f) the hair above a man’s mouth, below his nose 

7. walking stick  g) a cause or an explanation for an action or event 

 



Ex. 1) 

1 was                2 grew        3 separated     4 acted     5 became      6 travelled    

7 toured             8 returned        9 met                 10 wanted     11 made             12 watched   

13 became         14 played               15 recognised            16 directed       17 produced      18 composed      19 built              

20 set up                21 stayed                    22 moved         23 lived               24 died  

 

 

Ex. 2) 

1. 1889   – Charlie was born 

2. 5   – acted in the theatre for the first time 

3. 17  -- became a popular comic actor 

4. 21  -- travelled to the USA for the first time 

5. 50  -- the number of films he made between 1914 and 1916 

6. 1917  -- built a film studio 

7. 40  -- the number of years he stayed in Hollywood 

8. 1952  -- moved back to Europe 

9. 88   -- died at the age of 88    

 

Ex. 3) 

1. He was an actor. 

2. He travelled to the USA for the second time. 

3. The Little Tramp was a comic character. 

4. A company that distributed films. 

5. for political reasons 

6. Switzerland 

 

Ex. 4) 
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Laurel and Hardy Movie Quotes 

In One Good Turn the boys have an interesting conversation over who should chop up some wood. 

Stan: Well, I don’t know anything about cutting wood. 

Ollie: Well, you ought to. You once told me your father was in the lumber business. 

Stan: Well, I know he was but it was only in a small way. 

Ollie: What do you mean small way ? 

Stan: Well, he ….. he used to sell toothpicks. 

 

This sketch from Sons of the Desert is one of my favourite Laurel and Hardy routines. Oliver is in bed 

feeling a touch sick but luckily his good friend Stanley is around to help. 

Ollie: You’d better take my temperature….. get that thermometer. 

Stan: The what? 

Ollie: Thermometer! You’ll find it on the shelf. 

(Stan places the thermometer into Ollie’s mouth and starts to take his pulse) 

Ollie: What does it say? 

Stan: Wet and windy. 

 

The two friends have been known to sing a tune or two in their time together but their efforts in trying to 

raise money by singing on the city streets in Below Zero didn’t impress one lady. 

Lady: About how much money do you boys average a street ? 

Ollie: I would say about fifty cents a street. 

Woman: There’s a dollar. Move down a couple of streets. 

 

In Another Fine Mess, Stan and Ollie prove that old jokes are sometimes the best ones. Although back in 

1930 when the comedy film was shot, this was probably an original slice of humour. Ollie is in need of a 

taxi. 

Ollie: Call me a cab. 

Stan: You’re a cab. 

 

This next piece is from the film The Laurel-Hardy Murder Case and centres around one of Stan’s 

relations who had met an unfortunate death. 

Ollie: Didn’t you once tell me that you had an uncle? 

Stan: Sure, I’ve got an uncle. Why? 

Ollie: Now we’re getting somewhere. Is he living? 

Stan: No. He fell through a trap door and broke his neck. 

Ollie: Was he building a house? 

Stan: No, they were hanging him. 

In A Chump at Oxford, Laurel and Hardy find themselves in the most unlikely of places. The pair are 

enrolled at Oxford University. 



Student: Pardon me but haven’t you come to the wrong college? 

Ollie: Well, this is Oxford isn’t it ? 

Student: Yes but you’re dressed for Eton. 

Stan: Well, that’s swell…. we haven’t eaten since breakfast. 

 

 

“If any of you cry at my funeral 

I'll never speak to you again.”  

― Stan Laurel  

 

Charlie Chaplin Quotes 

A day without laughter is a day wasted. 

 

I remain just one thing, and one thing only…. and that is a clown. It places me on 

a far higher plane than any politician. 

 

To truly laugh, you must be able to take your pain, and play with it! 

 

Life can be wonderful if you’re not afraid of it. All it takes is courage, 

imagination … and a little dough. 

 

All I need to make a comedy is a park, a policeman and a pretty girl. 

 

I thought I would dress in baggy pants, big shoes, a cane and a derby hat. 

everything a contradiction: the pants baggy, the coat tight, the hat small and the 

shoes large. 

 

I have no further use for America. I wouldn’t go back there if Jesus Christ was 

President. 



 

Nothing is permanent in this wicked world…. not even our troubles. 

 

Failure is unimportant. It takes courage to make a fool of yourself. 

 

Mirror is my best friend because when I cry it never laughs at me. 

 

I am what I am: an individual, unique and different, with a lineal history of an 

ancestral promptings and urgings, a history of dreams, desires, and of special 

experiences, of all of which I am the sum total. 

 
 

A man's true character comes out when he's drunk. 

 
 

Life is a tragedy when seen in close-up, but a comedy in long-shot. Charlie 

Chaplin 

 
 

What do you want a meaning for? Life is a desire, not a meaning. 

 
 

 

 


